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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
states and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another 
filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an 
international application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), 
and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 



The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors 
Protection Act of 1999 (AlPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology 
Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. 
patent resulting directly or indirectly from an international application filed before 
November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 
102(e)). 
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Claims 57-59, 63-70, and 76-79 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Beerbaum et a! (DE 3843616 A1). 

Beerbaum et al teach the structures as claimed an adjuster for the vertical 
adjustment of a head restraint having at least two support elements, comprising: 
a head restraint holding module for holding the head restraint, the head restraint 
holding module having adjustment means variable in at least one adjustment 
direction for vertical adjustment of the head restraint held by head restraint 
holding module, the head restraint having drive nieans for producing an 
adjustment movement for moving the adjustment means, wherein a separate 
flexible transmission means and a separate adjustment means are in 
communication with each support element, and wherein each transmission 
means transfers the adjustment movement of the drive means to the adjustment 
means in communication with each respective support element, wherein the 
head restraint holding module further comprises: at least two holding modules, 
whereby each of the at least two holding modules is associated with one of the at 
least two support elements and is designed to accommodate the same; whereby 
one of said separate adjustment means is in communication with each of the at 
least two holding modules; and wherein the adjustment means of the at least two 
holding. modules are at a distance from one another, wherein the transmission 
means comprises: common transmission means for transfer of the adjustment 
movement of the drive means to distribution means, whereby the distribution 
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means transfers the adjustment movement from the common transmission 
means to the separate transmission means to the same extent, wherein the 
transmission means comprises at least one Bowden cable 15, further comprising: 
the transmission means being adapted to transfer a force to the adjustment 
means for movement of the adjustment means in a first adjustment direction; the 
head restraint holding module further comprises mechanical energy storage 
means coupled with the adjustment means, the mechanical energy storage 
means adapted to take up energy on movement of the adjustment means in the 
first adjustment direction; and wherein the mechanical energy storage means 
assists movement of the adjustment means in a second adjustment direction by 
releasing stored energy, wherein the first adjustment direction is different from 
the second adjustment direction, wherein the mechanical energy storage means 
is flexible, wherein the mechanical energy storage means comprises a spring, 
wherein the spring is in communication with the adjustment means; wherein the 
spring is tensioned on movement of the adjustment means in the first adjustment 
direction; and wherein the spring assists the movement of the adjustment means 
in the second adjustment direction, wherein the spring is in communication with 
the adjustment means; wherein the spring is compressed on movement of the 
adjustment means in the first adjustment direction; and wherein the spring 
assists the movement of the adjustment means in the second adjustment 
direction, wherein the mechanical energy storage means is disposed on at least 
one support bar, the mechanical energy storage means being coupled to the 
head restraint and further coupled to the adjustment means, ,wherein the 
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adjuster comprises an actuation device for operation of the drive means, wherein 
the drive means is disposed at a distance from the head restraint holding 
module, wherein the separate transmission means transfers the adjustment 
movement of the drive means essentially In the same direction to the adjustment 
means, wherein the seat comprises an adjuster for the vertical adjustment of the 
head restraint (See Figures 1-2 and specification). 

Claims 57-59, 63-70, and 76-79 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Beck (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2001/0013718 
A1). 

Beck teaches the structures as claimed an adjuster for the vertical 
adjustment of a head restraint having at least two support elements, comprising: 
a head restraint holding module for holding the head restraint, the head restraint 
holding module having adjustment means variable in at least one adjustment 
direction for vertical adjustment of the head restraint held by head restraint 
holding module, the head restraint having drive means for producing an 
adjustment movement for moving the adjustment means, wherein a separate 
flexible transmission means and a separate adjustment means are in 
communication with each support element, and wherein each transmission 
means transfers the adjustment movement of the drive means to the adjustment 
means in communication with each respective support element, wherein the 
head restraint holding module further comprises: at least two holding modules, 
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whereby each of the at least two holding modules is associated with one of the at 
least two support elements and is designed to accommodate the same; whereby 
one of said separate adjustment means is in communication with each of the at 
least two holding modules; and wherein the adjustment means of the at least two 
holding modules are at a distance from one another, wherein the transmission 
means comprises: common transmission means for transfer of the adjustment 
movement of the drive means to distribution means, whereby the distribution 
means transfers the adjustment movement from the common transmission 
means to the separate transmission means to the same extent, wherein the 
transmission means comprises at least one Bowden 'cable 74, further comprising: 
the transmission means being adapted to transfer a force to the adjustment 
means for movement of the adjustment means in a first adjustment direction; the 
head restraint holding module further comprises mechanical energy storage 
means coupled with the adjustment means, the mechanical energy storage 
means adapted to take up energy on niovement of the adjustment means in the 
first adjustment direction; and wherein the mechanical energy storage means 
assists movement of the adjustment means in a second adjustment direction by 
releasing stored energy, wherein the first adjustment direction is different from 
the second adjustment direction, wherein the mechanical energy storage means 
is flexible, wherein the mechanical energy storage means comprises a spring, 
wherein the spring is in communication with the adjustment means; wherein the 
spring is tensioned on movement of the adjustment means in the first adjustment 
direction; and wherein the spring assists the movement of the adjustment means 
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in the second adjustment direction, wherein the spring is in communication with 
the adjustment means; wherein the spring is compressed on movement of the 
adjustment means In the first adjustment direction; and wherein the spring 
assists the movement of the adjustment means in the second adjustment 
direction, wherein the mechanical energy storage means is disposed on at least 
one support bar, the mechanical energy storage means being coupled to the 
head restraint and further coupled to the adjustment means, ,wherein the 
adjuster comprises an actuation device for operation of the drive means, wherein 
the drive means is disposed at a distance from the head restraint holding 
module, wherein the separate transmission means transfers the adjustment 
movement of the drive means essentially in the same direction to the adjustment 
means, wherein the seat comprises an adjuster for the vertical adjustment of the 
head restraint. 



Claims 57-59, 61-70, and 76-79 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Fischer et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,390,558 B2). 

Fischer et al teaches the structures as claimed an adjuster for the vertical 
adjustment of a head restraint having at least two support elements, comprising: 
a head restraint holding module for holding the head restraint, the head restraint 
holding module having adjustment means variable in at least one adjustment 
direction for vertical adjustment of the head restraint held by head restraint 
holding module, the head restraint having drive means for producing an 
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adjustment movement for moving the adjustment means, wherein a separate 
flexible transmission means and a separate adjustment means are in 
communication with each support element, and wherein each transmission 
means transfers the adjustment movement of the drive means to the adjustment 
means in communication with each respective support element, wherein the 
head restraint holding module further comprises: at least two holding modules, 
whereby each of the at least two holding modules is associated with one of the at 
least two support elements and is designed to accommodate the same; whereby 
one of said separate adjustment means is in communication with each of the at 
least two holding modules; and wherein the adjustment means of the at least two 
holding modules are at a distance from one another, wherein the transmission 
means comprises: common transmission means for transfer of the adjustment 
movement of the drive means to distribution means, whereby the distribution 
means transfers the adjustment movement from the common transmission 
means to the separate transmission means to the same extent, wherein the 
drive means comprises a gear mechanism 6 for transfer of the adjustment 
movement to the transmission means, wherein the separate transmission means 
each comprise exactly one transmission element for transfer of the adjustment 
movement of the drive means to the adjustment means wherein the 
transmission means comprises at least one Bowden cable 5, 7; further 
comprising: the transmission means being adapted to transfer a force to the 
adjustment means for movement of the adjustment means in a first adjustment 
direction; the head restraint holding module further comprises mechanical energy 
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storage means coupled with the adjustment means, the mechanical energy 
storage means adapted to take up energy on movement of the adjustment 
means in the first adjustment direction; and wherein the mechanical energy 
storage means assists movement of the adjustment means in a second 
adjustment direction by releasing stored energy, wherein the first adjustment 
direction is different from the second adjustment direction, wherein the 
mechanical energy storage means is flexible, wherein the mechanical energy 
storage means comprises a spring, wherein the spring is in communication with 
the adjustment means; wherein the spring is tensioned on movement of the 
adjustment means in the first adjustment direction; and wherein the spring 
assists the movement of the adjustment means in the second adjustment 
direction, wherein the spring is in communication with the adjustment means; 
wherein the spring is compressed on movement of the adjustment means in the 
first adjustment direction; and wherein the spring assists the movement of the 
adjustment means in the second adjustment direction, . wherein the mechanical 
energy storage means is disposed on at least one support bar, the mechanical 
energy storage means being coupled to the head restraint and further coupled to 
the adjustment means, ,wherein the adjuster comprises an actuation device for 
operation of the drive means, wherein the drive means is disposed at a distance 
from the head restraint holding module, wherein the separate transmission 
means transfers the adjustment movement of the drive means essentially in the 
same direction to the adjustment means, wherein the seat comprises an adjuster 
for the vertical adjustment of the head restraint. 
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Claims 57-60, 62-70, and 76-79 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Malsch et a! (U.S. Patent No. 7,121,625 B2). 

Malsch et a! teach the structures as claimed an adjuster for the vertical 
adjustment of a head restraint having at least two support elements, comprising: 
a head restraint holding module for holding the head restraint, the head restraint 
holding module having adjustment means variable in at least one adjustment 
direction for vertical adjustment of the head restraint held by head restraint 
holding module, the head restraint having drive means for producing an 
adjustment movement for moving the adjustment means, wherein a separate 
flexible transmission means and a separate adjustment means are in 
communication with each support element, and wherein each transmission 
means transfers the adjustment movement of the drive means to the adjustment 
means in communication with each respective support element, wherein the 
head restraint holding module further comprises: at least two holding modules, 
whereby each of the at least two holding modules is associated with one of the at 
least twp support elements and is designed to accommodate the same; whereby 
one of said separate adjustment means is in communication with each of the at 
least two holding modules; and wherein the adjustment means of the at least two 
holding modules are at a distance from one another, wherein the transmission 
means comprises: common transmission means for transfer of the adjustment 
movement of the drive means to distribution means, whereby the distribution 
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means transfers the adjustment movement from the common transmission 
means to the separate transmission means to the same extent, wherein the 
drive means comprises an electric motor 126 for producing the adjustment 
movement, wherein the separate transmission means each comprise exactly 
one transmission element for transfer of the adjustment movement of the drive 
means to the adjustment means, wherein the transmission means comprises at 
least one Bowden cable 128; further comprising: the transmission means being 
adapted to transfer a force to the adjustment means for movement of the 
adjustment means in a first adjustment direction; the head restraint holding 
module further comprises mechanical energy storage means coupled with the 
adjustment means, the mechanical energy storage means adapted to take up 
energy on movement of the adjustment means in the first adjustment direction; 
and wherein the mechanical energy storage means assists movement of the 
adjustment means in a second adjustment direction by releasing stored energy, 
wherein the first adjustment direction is different from the second adjustment 
direction, wherein the mechanical energy storage means is flexible, wherein the 
mechanical energy storage means comprises a spring, wherein the spring is in 
communication with the adjustment means; wherein the spring is tensioned on 
movement of the adjustment means in the first adjustment direction; and wherein 
the spring assists the movement of the adjustment means in the second 
adjustment direction, wherein the spring is in communication with the adjustment 
means; wherein the spring is compressed on movement of the adjustment 
means in the first adjustment direction; and wherein the spring assists the 
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movement of the adjustment means in the second adjustment direction, wherein 
the mechanical energy storage means is disposed on at least one support bar, 
the mechanical energy storage means being coupled to the head restraint and 
further coupled to the adjustment means, wherein the adjuster comprises an 
actuation device for operation of the drive means, wherein the drive means is 
disposed at a distance from the head restraint holding module, wherein the 
separate transmission means transfers the adjustment movement of the drive 
means essentially in the same direction to the adjustment means, wherein the 
seat comprises an adjuster for the vertical adjustment of the head restraint. 

Claims 71-75 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Och et al, Specht, and Tame teach structures similar to 
the present invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Rodney B. White whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-6863. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, David Dunn can be reached on (571) 272-6670. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications Is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Rodney B. White, 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3636 
November 7, 2007 




